
Pacific Islands Regional Climate Assessment (PIRCA)
The Pacific Islands Regional Climate Assessment (PIRCA) is a sustained process of assessment and information exchange 
among scientists, business, governments, natural and cultural resource managers, and communities in the Pacific Islands 
region.  In 2012 this process produced a report on the state of climate change knowledge, indicators, impacts, and adaptive 
capacity of Hawai‘i and the US-affiliated Pacific Islands. 

For more information on PIRCA please contact Dr. Victoria Keener, East-West Center, Pacific RISA, 808.944.7220, KeenerV@
EastWestCenter.org. To download the reports below go to EastWestCenter.org/PIRCA.
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Courtesy Susan Yamamoto, Geovision. Adapted from “Ten Indicators of a Warming World,” in NOAA National Climatic Data Center, State of the Climate 2009 [report].

Climate change confronts Pacific Islands and their communities with enormous 
challenges. An informed and timely response is necessary to enhance resilience to the 
changes already occurring and those yet to come.

The 2012 Pacific Islands Regional Climate Assessment (PIRCA) brought together 
scientific and other experts to examine the state of climate change knowledge, 
indicators, impacts, and adaptive capacity of Hawai‘i and the US-Affiliated Pacific 
Islands. 

Sea Surface Temperature Rising

Sea Level Rising
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Rainfall Changing
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Indicators of a Changing Climate in the Pacific Islands Region
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